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Disclosures

• None relevant to talk



*Patient gets wheeled into robot OR*

Me: Hi Mr. or Mrs. So and So, my name is Mike, I am a 
surgical Physician Assistant, I specialize in robotic surgery 
and I am going to be assisting Dr. So and So today.

Patient: Hello. Is this the robot?

Me: Yes – we get everything hooked up, we go have 
coffee, we come back, and surgery is over.

Patient: 

Me: No, I kid. Dr. So and So sits right there *points to 
surgeon console* and controls everything from there. I 
am scrubbed in with you and the robot *points to patient 
cart* and I am with you for the entirety of the operation. 

Patient: 
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Robot OR Set-Up
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Robot OR Set-Up
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NCCPA April 2021 Newsletter 
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Advantages of the Robotic Surgery PA Model

• We are trained under the allopathic medicine and surgery model
• We are required to do surgical rotations during the clinical portion of school
• We are residency trained in surgery in some circumstances 
• We have the unique ability to specialize in niche fields
• We carry our own medical licensure and malpractice coverage
• We understand the implications of surgery for the patient
• We are there as an extension of the surgeons (robotic) hands
• We understand the cases to expertly assist them
• We can save a patients life if the circumstances require 
• We are billable as assistants in surgery

• Right now at MGH, our PA program is cost neutral
‒ Goal – profitable
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Disadvantages of the Robotic Surgery PA Model
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Vetted Training 
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MGH Robotic Surgery 
PA Team
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Growth of MGH Robotic Surgery with PAs



Thank you.
Mike Llewellyn, PA-C, FAPACVS
Advanced Practice Manager, Robotic Surgery 
Massachusetts General Hospital 


